From 1 May 2021, the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 sets out a
statutory requirement that: As soon as reasonably practicable after a meeting of a
community council, and in any event before the end of seven working days beginning
with the day on which the meeting is held, the council must publish electronically a
note setting out:

(a) the names of the members who attended the meeting, and any apologies for
absence

(b) any declarations of interest

(c) any decision taken at the meeting, including the outcomes of any votes

Barry Town Council meets this duty by publishing this information in the form of draft
meeting minutes which will be displayed electronically within 7 working days after the
meeting. It should be noted that these minutes are DRAFT and not agreed until the
next meeting.

BARRY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE VIBRANT CULTURE COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 6 JULY
2026 AT 7PM

PRESENT: Councillors Ball, Brooks (Chair), Davies-Powell, S Hodges, N Hodges
(Vice Chair), lannucci-Williams, Perkes, Thomas (ex-officio, joined at
7.06pm)

ALSO PRESENT:
Chris Mason — Head of Community Services & Facilities
Amanda Webb — Future Generations Project Officer
Tesni Owens — Engagement and Events Support Officer
Councillor Johnson - Observer
Councillor Payne — Observer (joined at 7.26pm)

129. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None received

130. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST UNDER THE
COUNCILS CODE OF CONDUCT

None received

131. WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS (WALES) ACT 2015

RESOLVED: That the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act
2015 be received and noted.
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135.

136.

STANDING ORDER 3(0)

The use of cameras, camcorders and other recording devices in all
Council, Communities and Sub-Committee meetings is expressly
forbidden, with the exception of any formal recording of proceedings in
accordance with the Council’s policy, should the council instigate such a

policy.
RESOLVED: That the Standing Order 3(o) be received and noted.

TO NOTE THE COMMITTEE’S TERMS OF REFERENCE

RESOLVED: That the Vibrant Culture Committee’s Terms of
Reference are received and noted

TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE VIBRANT
CULTURE COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 13 APRIL 2026

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Vibrant Culture Committee
held on 13 April 2026 be approved and signed as a correct record.

BUDGET MONITORING REPORT TO MAY 2026

Members were provided with a summary of the budget monitoring report
indicating actual and committed expenditure up to the end of month two
in the 2026/27 financial year.

RESOLVED: That the Budget Monitoring Report for May 2026 be
received, noting that we are currently on budget.

E-NEWSLETTER FIRST EDITION

The Head of Community Services & Facilities presented the report.

Following the last meeting of the committee, the first edition of the Barry
Town Council e-newsletter was distributed on 9 June 2026. It was noted
the English version achieved an open rate of 23.2%, exceeding the
industry benchmark of 14.8%. The Welsh version achieved an open rate
of 10.8%.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities advised Members that this
represented an encouraging start and highlighted the importance of
continuing to grow the subscriber base. Members were encouraged to
share details of the e-newsletter sign-up process through their own
networks and community contacts. It was noted that the second edition
was anticipated to be published in September/October 2026 and would
include a round-up of summer events, including the Family Fun Day, an
update on the Council's Fairtrade application and Fairtrade Fortnight
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activities, and a reflection on the first year of the Chief Officer's
appointment.

Councillor Perkes commented positively on the layout and content of the
e-newsletter.

The Chair welcomed the launch of the e-newsletter and noted that open
rates are typically achieved by only a proportion of subscribers. The
Chair considered the first edition to be a positive start and suggested that
opportunities to promote the e-newsletter through the Council's wider
marketing activities should be explored to increase subscriptions. The
Chair looks forward to future editions.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.

UK TOWN OF CULTURE 2028

The Head of Community Services & Facilities presented the report.

The Committee was advised of progress in relation to the UK Town of
Culture 2028 bid. The Head of Community Services & Facilities
acknowledged the significant work undertaken by the Future
Generations Project Officer in supporting the development of the
expression of interest.

The Committee was advised that the Department for Culture, Media and
Sport (DCMS) had received a higher number of applications than
anticipated for the UK Town of Culture 2028 competition and, as a result,
the announcement of the outcome had been delayed until the end of July
2026.

Members were informed that DCMS had requested that each applicant
town produce a digital postcard for inclusion in a digital museum project.
The request was received on 12 June 2026 with a submission deadline
of 18 June 2026. It was noted that the digital museum includes a map of
all participating towns and that the postcards will be accessioned into the
national collection of the National Museums Liverpool and displayed
digitally.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities advised that a number of
the submitted postcards had been generated using artificial intelligence.
However, Barry Town Council had commissioned a local artist and
business, Dimensional Art, to create Barry's postcard. Members were
advised that a personal email had been received from the organisers
thanking the Council for its "fantastic postcard and text". It was further
noted that the Council owns the licence to the postcard image.

Members were advised that approximately 30 towns in Wales and just
under 400 towns across the United Kingdom had submitted applications.
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Members would be informed of DCMS' decision as soon as an
announcement had been made.

The Chair commented positively on the postcard, noting that it
successfully captured the essence of Barry and reflected the distinctive
style and colour palette associated with the artist's work. The Chair
recognised the challenging timescale involved in producing the postcard
and welcomed the additional stage in the process, which would assist in
narrowing the applications and assessing financial governance
arrangements.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities reminded Members that,
should Barry be successful in progressing to the next stage of the
competition, Barry Town Council would receive £60,000 to support the
development of a programme of events as part of the bid process.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.

PUBLIC SUMMER EVENTS

The Chair reminded Members of the range of public summer events
taking place across the town. It was noted that the Scout and Guides
Fete had taken place the previous weekend and that Cadstock was due
to take place the following weekend. Members attending outdoor events
were encouraged to take appropriate precautions in view of the forecast
hot weather. The Chair highlighted the importance of maintaining a
visible Council presence at well-attended community events.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities advised that the Council's
attendance at summer events had two primary objectives: promoting
Barry's status as a Fairtrade Town through the provision of information
and Fairtrade samples, and gathering feedback from residents on what
they would like to see included within a future Barry Heritage Centre.

Members were informed that, at the Scout and Guides Fete, a coin-drop
activity had been used to encourage visitors to share their views on the
Heritage Centre. Games had also been provided to engage children
while adults were discussing their opinions on the Heritage Centre. As a
thank you for participating, attendees received packs of the Barry
Heritage Cards.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities thanked the Victorian
Barry Experience for providing the photographs used within the Barry
Heritage Cards. It was noted that a number of visitors had specifically
approached the Council's stand having heard about the cards and
wishing to obtain a pack.

Members were advised that the Fantasy Fun Day would take place on
27 August 2026 and would feature a wide range of activities for families.
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The Head of Community Services & Facilities noted that the event theme
had been varied from the previous year's event, which had a stronger
sporting focus.

The Chair welcomed the change in theme, commenting that varying
activities from year to year helped to keep events fresh and engaging for
attendees.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities advised that the event
would be free to attend and that activities would be available free of
charge. Members were also informed that Bro Radio would be promoting
the event from the beginning of the school summer holidays.

Councillor Perkes advised that she had attended the Scout and Guides
Fete and commented positively on the location of the Council's gazebo,
which had benefited from significant footfall. She noted the high levels of
engagement with the children's games and the heritage coin-drop
activity.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities encouraged any interested
Members to attend future events, noting that they provide valuable
opportunities to engage directly with members of the public.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.

GRACE WILLIAMS FESTIVAL

The Head of Community Services & Facilities presented the report.

Members were advised that local award-winning historian, Dr Jonathan
Hicks, had contacted officers regarding plans to commemorate the
forthcoming 50th anniversary of the death of Barry composer Grace
Williams. The report sought Members' views on how Barry Town Council
may wish to support events marking the occasion, including whether the
Council should partner with the organisers of a Grace Williams Festival
and/or organise their own event to mark the occasion.

Councillor N Hodges commented that information relating to Grace
Williams' life appeared to be relatively limited and noted that there was
uncertainty regarding her burial location.

Councillor S Hodges advised that a book had been published about
Grace Williams' life, although copies were difficult to obtain.

Councillor N Hodges further commented that Grace Williams had been
a reclusive individual and that this may explain the limited amount of
information available.
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The Chair expressed the view that it would be preferable for the Council
to work in partnership with Dr Hicks and other organisers, rather than
developing a separate programme of events.

Councillor S Hodges asked how the Council might be able to assist with
the festival.

The Head of Community Services & Facilities advised that Dr Hicks had
not yet specified what support may be required. Should Members wish
to pursue a partnership approach, officers would arrange discussions
with the organisers to establish their requirements and identify how the
Council could assist.

Councillor Perkes suggested that performances of Grace Williams'
compositions may form part of the commemorative programme.

Councillor lannucci-Williams expressed support for the Council
becoming involved and suggested that the Council Chamber could be
offered as a venue, as had been done previously for community events
and activities.

The Chair agreed that officers should explore partnership opportunities
with Dr Hicks and the festival organisers.

Councillor N Hodges noted that Grace Williams had been featured during
the 1968 National Eisteddfod and suggested that further information may
be available through related archives. He further commented that it was
unusual that her burial location was not known, noting that while her
father was buried in the Council's cemetery, Grace Williams was not.

RESOLVED:

1. That the report be received and noted

2. That officers contact Dr Jonathan Hicks to explore opportunities
for partnership working in support of events marking the 50th
anniversary of the death of Grace Williams.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED: That the next meeting of the Vibrant Culture
Committee will be on Monday 5 October 2026.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

That in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, in view of the confidential nature of the business
about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press
and public are excluded from the remainder of the meeting.



142. HERITAGE CENTRE PHASE 2 UPDATE (CONFIDENTIAL)

Members considered a confidential report updating the Committee on
progress with Phase 2 of the Heritage Centre Project and considered
recommendations arising from the independent consultant's reports.

RESOLVED:

1. That the proposal to establish an interim Heritage Hub for a period
of up to five years be supported in principle.

2. That officers continue to explore alternative premises options and
report back to Members.

3. That an Extraordinary Meeting of the Committee be convened if
required to consider any significant developments before the next
scheduled meeting.

Meeting closed at 8.18pm

Signed ... (Chairperson) Dated ...,



