
 
 
  

BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

 
PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE BELOW STATUTORY 
PROVISIONS, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MEETING OF THE 
COMMEMORATIVE NAMING WORKING PARTY IS TO BE HELD ON A 
HYBRID BASIS IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KING 
SQUARE, BARRY, CF63 4RW AND REMOTELY ON TUESDAY 25 
NOVEMBER 2025 COMMENCING AT 6.00 PM FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
TRANSACTING THE BUSINESS SHOWN IN THE AGENDA SET OUT 
BELOW.  
 
From 1 May 2021, The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 
makes provision for meetings to take place through a variety of arrangements, 
including multi-location meetings where all individuals are attending virtually 
and hybrid meetings where a number of individuals are attending in person at 
a designated location and others are attending virtually from a range of other 
locations. The Act makes permanent provision for remote meetings (multi-
location) and electronic publication of documents 
 
This is a public meeting and any resident of Barry may attend in person 
or remotely; for remote access details, please contact 
info@barrytowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Rachel Honey-Jones 
Chief Officer 

 

mailto:info@barrytowncouncil.gov.uk


 
AGENDA 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

 
2. To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of 

Conduct.  (Note: Members seeking advice on this item are asked to 
contact the Monitoring Officer at least 72 hrs before the meeting). 
 

3. Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015  
         (To note) 

 
Commemorative Naming Advisory Committee members will note that 
this Act sets out the requirement for a public body to act in a manner 
which seeks to ensure that the needs of the present are met without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. 
 

4. To approve and sign the Minutes of a meeting of the 
Commemorative Naming Advisory Committee held on 22 
September 2025 

(Pages 47-49) 
 
5. Naming of Public Spaces 

(Pages 50-56) 
 

6. Date of Next Meeting 
 

The date of the next meeting of the Commemorative Naming Advisory 
Committee will be arranged when required 

 
Distribution 
 
Agenda summons and index to all non-working party members.  A full copy of 
the agenda papers for this meeting will be available at the Council offices for 
inspection by Town Councillors only.  
 
(Note: This meeting is an internal meeting and not a Standing Committee of 
Council and therefore not subject to the same conditions with regard informing 
members of the press and public) 
 
This document is available in large print and other formats upon 
request/Cewch y ddogfen hon mewn pring bras a ffor matiau eraill drwy 
holi. 
 
 



From 1 May 2021, the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 sets out a 
statutory requirement that: As soon as reasonably practicable after a meeting of a 
community council, and in any event before the end of seven working days beginning 
with the day on which the meeting is held, the council must publish electronically a 
note setting out— (a)the names of the members who attended the meeting, and any 
apologies for absence; (b)any declarations of interest; (c)any decision taken at the 
meeting, including the outcomes of any votes. Barry Town Council meets this duty by 
publishing this information in the form of draft meeting minutes which will be displayed 
electronically within 7 working days after the meeting. It should be noted that these 
minutes are DRAFT and not agreed until the next meeting. 

BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMEMORATIVE NAMING ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 6 PM 

PRESENT:  Councillors Clarke (Ex-Officio), EJ Goodjohn, Iannucci-Williams, 
Johnson, N Hodges, Payne (Chairperson), and S Hodges (Substitute for 
Councillor Ball) 

ALSO PRESENT: Rachel Honey-Jones – Chief Officer 
Chris Mason – Interim Deputy Chief Officer 
Emma Thorne – Engagement and Events Officer 
Jo John – Engagement and Events Administrator 

30. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor Ball. Councillor S Hodges substituted
for Councillor Ball.

31. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST UNDER THE COUNCIL’S
CODE OF CONDUCT

None were received.

32. WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS (WALES) ACT 2015

RESOLVED: That the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
be received and noted.

33. ELECTION OF A CHAIRPERSON FOR THE 2025/26 MUNICIPAL YEAR

Councillor Iannucci-Williams nominated Councillor Payne as Chairperson for
the 2025/26 municipal year, with Councillor N Hodges seconding.

RESOLVED that Councillor Payne is Chairperson of the Commemorative
Naming Advisory Committee for the 2025/26 municipal year.

34. ELECTION OF A VICE CHAIRPERSON FOR THE 2025/26 MUNICIPAL
YEAR.
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Councillor S Hodges nominated Councillor N Hodges as Vice-chairperson for 
the 2025/26 municipal year, with Councillor Iannucci-Williams seconding. 

RESOLVED that Councillor N Hodges is Vice-chairperson of the 
Commemorative Naming Advisory Committee for the 2025/26 municipal 
year. 

35. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
COMMEMORTAIVE NAMING ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 APRIL
2025.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Commemorative Naming Advisory
Committee held on the 14 April 2025 be approved and signed as a correct
record.

36. COMMEMORATING AN INDIVIDUAL

The Engagement and Events Officer summarised the report confirming that
three separate requests had been submitted for consideration for a blue
heritage plaque, or other form of commemoration. Members received copies of
these requests with the report in advance of the meeting.

The Chair asked members if they had any comments regarding the requests.
Cllr N Hodges commented that there is currently no budget allocation for this
purpose, but it would be good to do in the future, and recommended a budget
heading be made to accommodate in 2026 / 27, with officers researching the
costs.  Cllr N Hodges also commented that we should be able to invite other
applications, and in the future create documentation for a heritage trail available
to the public as a way of celebrating the people of the town.

Members agreed, adding that there should be a criteria in place for individuals,
and advised that in the past the costs of the plaques had been expensive.
Members also commented that further consideration would need to be given to
military requests, due to the significant number that could potentially be
submitted.  Members added it would be a good opportunity for Barry residents
to be recognised even if they weren’t buried in Barry.

Cllr Johnson advised there has been a long history of discussing and debating
blue plaques, and a revision of the Recognition and Commemoration Policy
would be recommended.

The Chief Officer advised members that she has a contact at Cowbridge Town
Council who already have a scheme in place, and would be happy to contact
them for guidance on costs and local manufacturers.

The Chair advised members that they should move forward by sending a
holding response to the requests that have been submitted advising that the
blue plaque policy will be considered for 2026 / 2027 once more details are
received with regards to cost and individual criteria.
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MIN
UTE 
NO. ACTION TO BE TAKEN ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY DATE ACTION TO BE CARRIED OUT PROGRESS
21

To a meeting of Full Council being held on Monday 24 June 2024; That the guidelines for
the criteria are amended to include individuals and non-uniformed organisations.

E&ETM 24/06/2024 Complete

21
To a meeting of Full Council being held on Monday 24 June 2024; That two additional
awards are created in addition to the Bryan Foley Award for Services to the Community
Champion:
A: Bryan Foley Young Person’s Award for Services to the Community (Under 16’s)
B: Bryan Foley Young Person’s Award for Services to the Community (17 – 25yrs)

E&ETM 24/06/2024 Complete

21 To a meeting of Full Council being held on Monday 24 June 2024; That the nomination
period runs from 1st September – 31st October 2024

E&ETM 24/06/2024 Complete

21
To a meeting of Full Council being held on Monday 24 June 2024; That shortlisting takes
place at the next advisory committee to be scheduled for 25th November 2024

E&ETM 24/06/2024 Complete

21 To a meeting of Full Council being held on Monday 24 June 2024; That the awards are
held in either January or February 2025 – date to be confirmed.

E&ETM 24/06/2024 Complete

21 Venue options to be explored for the awards ceremony E&E Officer Complete
21 Marketing to be created E&E Officer Complete
36 The Chief Officer to contact Cowbridge Town Council with regards to blue plaque scheme 

for guidance on costs and local manufacturers.
Chief Officer Ongoing

36 To a meeting of full council being held on Monday 27th October 2025;  That the blue 
plaque policy considered for 2026 / 2027, and a budget heading created once more 
details are received with regards to cost and individual criteria.

27/10/2025 On-going: minutes not included on 
Agenda for FC on 27/10/25. Next 
meeting is 15/12/25.

37 To a meeting of Full Council being held on Monday 27 October 2025;  That the Bryan 
Foley Award is integrated with the Bro Radio Community Awards pending agreement 
with the Foley family.

27/10/2025 On-going: minutes not included on 
Agenda for FC on 27/10/25. Next 
meeting is 15/12/25.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

ACTION SHEET - COMMEMORATIVE NAMING ADVISORY COMMITTEE- 22 SEPTEMBER 2025
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COMMEMORATIVE 
NAMING ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE  

25 NOVEMBER 2025 AGENDA ITEM: 5 

Naming of Public Spaces 

Report Author 

Chris Mason, Interim Deputy Chief Officer 

Purpose of Report 

To request members discuss and subsequently recommend people of note from the 
town’s history that this advisory committee believes should be commemorated by the 
naming of a public space. 

Background Information 

At the meeting of Full Council on Monday 27 October 2025, it was resolved that a 
meeting of the Commemorative Naming Advisory Committee be convened to discuss 
people from the town’s history for whom Barry Town Council would recommend that 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council name a public space in their memory. 

RESOLVED: 

1. That the motion and amendment be received and noted
2. This motion is taken to Commemorative Naming Advisory

Committee including other possible names
3. To arrange a Commemorative Naming Advisory Committee

meeting as soon as possible.

The motion presented to that meeting of Full Council by Cllr N Hodges was that Barry 
Town Council should write to Vale of Glamorgan Council to request the naming of a 
public space after Gareth Jones. 

Alongside Gareth Jones, further nominations for consideration have been presented 
by Cllrs EJ Goodjohn and Johnson. They are as follows: 

• Gwynfor Evans
• Abdulrahim Abby Farah
• Beatrice Lewis
• Elvira Gwenllian (Gwen) Payne
• Grace Williams

Further details of these individuals are contained within the appendix to this report. 

Members may also wish to verbally nominate other individuals from the town’s history 
for consideration. 

50



Recommendation 

1. That members receive and note report.
2. That members recommend to Full Council the names of individuals for whom

Barry Town Council should request that the Vale of Glamorgan Council name
a public space in their honour.
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Appendix 1 – Further Details of Nominations 

Gwynfor Evans 
Information supplied by Cllr Johnson 

Gwynfor Evans (1912-2005) 

Born in Barry in 1912 and a pupil at Gladstone Primary and Barry County Grammar 
School, Gwynfor Evans is best known as being the leader of the campaign for a Welsh 
medium television channel, which became S4C, the first Member of Parliament for 
Plaid Cymru and the party leader for 36 years between 1945 and 1981. 

Qualifying as a lawyer, and later becoming a journalist, Evans was a prolific writer 
about the history and culture of Wales, including books such as ‘Aros Mae’ (published 
in English as ‘Land of My Fathers: 2000 Years of Welsh History’) and a range of 
political pamphlets making the case for Wales. 

Evans was known as a strong and principled campaigner, leading campaigns against 
the flooding of Welsh villages as reservoirs and for the creation of a Welsh language 
television channel, as well as arguing strongly for a Welsh Parliament, or Senedd. 

Gwynfor is recognized in Barry, where there is a bust of him at Barry Library, in a 
memorial at Garn Goch in Carmarthen and a plaque on Carmarthen Town Guildhall 
Square depicting his 1966 by-election victory. 

Abdulrahim Abby Farah 
Information supplied by Cllr EJ Goodjohn 

Abdulrahim Farah who served from 1979 to 1990 Deputy General Secretary of the 
United Nations and led on the mission to dismantle South Africa's Apartheid State 
which led to Nelson Mandela's freedom from prison. He was brought up in Thompson 
Street, but his house no longer exists, so no blue plaque! 

Abdulrahim Abby Farah was a Welsh-born Somali diplomat and politician. He was 
Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations 1979-1990. He served as the 
Permanent Representative of Somalia to the United Nations, and as the Ambassador 
of Somalia to Ethiopia. He was the Chairperson of the PaSAGO non-governmental 
organization. 

Abdulrahim Farah was born on 22 October 1919, in Barry, Wales, and came from the 
Isa Musa subclan of the Isaaq. His father Abby Farah, was a Somali entrepreneur and 
sailor, who was awarded an MBE for his community service to sailors in war time.His 
mother, Hilda Anderson, ran a boarding house. Racial tensions in South East Wales 
were high at the time, following on from the Cardiff Race Riots in June 1919. 

Farah grew up in Thompson Street Barry, attending Gladstone Road School, and 
Barry Grammar School. 
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He earned degrees from the University College, Exeter and Balliol College, Oxford 
University in England.His two brothers also studied at Oxford. 

Farah began his diplomatic career with the British Somaliland administration (today 
Somaliland), sent there age 17 by his father. After independence, he served with the 
early civilian government of the Somali Republic in various capacities from 1951 to 
1961, including as Director of the Somali Information Service. 

Between 1961 and 1965, Farah was Somalia's Ambassador to Ethiopia. He acted as 
Somalia's representative to the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa in 
1962. Ambassador Farah also represented the nation at Council of Ministers meetings 
of the Organisation of African Unity in 1964 and 1965. 

From 1965 to 1972, Farah was the Permanent Representative of Somalia to the United 
Nations in New York City. He concurrently served as the Acting Director General of 
Somalia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1966. 

From 1969 to 1972, Farah was the Chairperson of the UN Special Committee Against 
Apartheid, presiding over a special session of the United Nations Security Council with 
Umar Ateh Galib in 1972. He acted as the Assistant Secretary-General for Special 
Political Questions between 1973 and 1978. Additionally, Farah served as Somalia's 
representative within the League of Arab States. 

From 1973 to 1978, he was the Undersecretary-General for Special Political 
Questions, later becoming the Undersecretary General from 1979 to 1990. In 1990, 
Farah headed the UN Mission on ‘Progress made on the Declaration on Apartheid and 
its Destructive Consequences on South Africa’. 

In 1998, Farah helped found the Partnership to Strengthen African Grassroots Farah 
died in May 2018 at the age of 98.  

He maintained his Welsh accent throughout his life. 

--- 
Information supplied by Cllr Johnson 

Abdulrahim Abby Farah (1919-2018) 

Raised on Thompson Street in Barry, Abdulrahim Abby Farah became the United 
Nations under-secretary general for political questions, leading the UN mission to 
South Africa to oversee the end of the apartheid regime. 

After completing his education as a young man in Barry, Farah went to Hargeisa in 
British Somaliland, and after serving in World War Two, took a civil service role working 
towards the newly independent Somalia. 

He became the Somali ambassador for neighbouring Ethiopia, a key role for the new 
country, before becoming United Nations representative, chairing the UN Security 
Council meeting in Addis Ababa, the first outside New York in more than two decades, 
a conference focused on African liberation and decolonialism. 
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Following a coup in Somalia, Farah’s role at the UN changed, working towards 
resolution of political questions, including ending apartheid and South African rule of 
South West Africa/Namibia. 
 
 
Beatrice Lewis 
Information supplied by Cllr EJ Goodjohn 
 
Beatrice Lewis first woman cllr in 1919 on Barry Council.  
 
A purple plaque in her name will be unveiled on Dockview Labour club social housing 
next year.  
 
Beatrice Lewis was the first woman elected as a councillor in Barry, a significant figure 
in the town's political history. Beatrice Lewis is specifically known for her political work 
in Barry, Wales, She is primarily recognized for breaking barriers for women in the 
political landscape of Barry. 
 
She was born in Ely in 1877, and married William Jenkin Lewis, a coal trimmer. 
They moved to Barry and lived in George Street and she stood for the Labour Party in 
the election of 1919, the first year that women had the legal right to stand for election 
or to vote. 
 
She represented the Castleland ward until her death, aged 52, in 1929. 
 
She served on public health, housing and child welfare committees and was 
instrumental in improving maternity provisions for women in Barry. 
 
 
Elvira Gwenllian (Gwen) Payne 
Information supplied by Cllr EJ Goodjohn 
 
Elvira Gwenllian (Gwen) Payne (née Hinds) (1917 - 2007) was a politician and 
community activist who became Wales' first Black female councillor and remained 
involved in local politics until her death in 2007. Known as Gwen, she was the daughter 
of Leonard Hinds and Gwenllian Hinds (née Lloyd) and the sister of John Darwin 
Hinds, who was himself Wales' first Black, and first Muslim Councillor. 
 
Gwen was born in Morgan Street, Barry on the 28th March 1917. Gwen was the eldest 
of two children. Her father was a merchant seaman from Barbados, who later became 
a coal miner and her mother was from Barry. 
 
Gwen initially worked as a carer in London before working in a munitions factory in 
Pontypool and then as a school meals supervisor for Colcot school for many years. 
She married Colin Montgomery Payne in 1951 and they had three sons together 
before her husband's death in 1978. 
 
Gwen survived cervical cancer in 1966 and died 5 April 2007 in Llandough Hospital. 
She is buried in Barry cemetery. 
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Gwen was a member of the Labour party along with her brother John. She was elected 
to the Vale of Glamorgan Council in 1972. She served as the Vale of Glamorgan 
mayoress for her brother between 1974 and 1976 and became Barry Town Council 
deputy mayor in 1979. 
 
 
Grace Williams 
Information supplied by Cllr EJ Goodjohn 
 
Grace Williams was a Welsh composer born in the coastal town of Barry in 1906, 
known for her orchestral works like Sea Sketches and Penillion. Influenced by her 
Welsh heritage and the sea, her music was a significant contribution to 20th-century 
orchestral music in Wales.  
 
She was also the first British woman to compose a feature film score, Blue Scar, in 
1949.  
 
Grace Mary Williams (19 February 1906 – 10 February 1977) was a Welsh composer, 
generally regarded as Wales's most notable female composer, and the first British 
woman to score a feature film. 
 
Born 19 February 1906 in Barry 
 
Died 10 February 1977 (aged 70) in Barry. 
 
Williams was the daughter of William Matthews Williams and Rose Emily Richards 
Williams. Both of her parents were teachers; her father was also a noted musician. 
She learned piano and violin as a girl, playing piano trios with her father and her 
brother Glyn, and accompanying her father's choir.  
 
At the County School she began to develop her interest in composition under the 
guidance of the music teacher Miss Rhyda Jones, and in 1923 she won the Morfydd 
Owen scholarship to the University College of South Wales and Monmouthshire (now 
Cardiff University), where she studied under Professor David Evans.  
 
In 1926 she began studying at the Royal College of Music, London, where she was 
taught by Gordon Jacob and Ralph Vaughan Williams. Other notable female 
composers studying with Vaughan Williams at the RCM were Elizabeth Maconchy, 
Dorothy Gow and Imogen Holst, the daughter of Gustav Holst.  
 
In 1930 she was awarded a travelling scholarship, and chose to study with Egon 
Wellesz in Vienna, where she remained till 1931. 
 
From 1932 Williams taught in London, at Camden Girls' School and the Southlands 
College of Education. During the Second World War, the students were evacuated to 
Grantham in Lincolnshire, where she composed some of her earliest works, including 
the Sinfonia Concertante for piano and orchestra, and her First Symphony. One of her 
most popular works, Fantasia on Welsh Nursery Tunes (1940) was written during this 
period.  
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Sea Sketches for string orchestra, written in 1944 is the first work in her mature style. 
This music is vividly evocative of the sea, in all its variety of moods. In 1945, she 
returned to her home town, remaining there for the rest of her life, dedicating herself 
more or less full-time to composition. 

In 1949, she became the first British woman to score a feature film, with Blue Scar. In 
1960–61 she wrote her only opera, The Parlour, which was not performed until 1966. 
In the 1967 New Year's Honours, she turned down an offer of the OBE for her services 
to music. 
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