
From 1 May 2021, the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 sets out a 
statutory requirement that: As soon as reasonably practicable after a meeting of a 
community council, and in any event before the end of seven working days 
beginning with the day on which the meeting is held, the council must publish 
electronically a note setting out—  
 
(a)the names of the members who attended the meeting, and any apologies for 
absence;  
(b)any declarations of interest;  
(c)any decision taken at the meeting, including the outcomes of any votes.  
 
Barry Town Council meets this duty by publishing this information in the form of draft 
meeting minutes which will be displayed electronically within 7 working days after the 
meeting. It should be noted that these minutes are DRAFT and not agreed until the 
next meeting. 
 

BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE, POLICY & GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 20 OCTOBER 2025 AT 7PM 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Clarke together with Councillors Drake, ES Goodjohn (Vice 

Chairperson), S Hodges, McKinney and Thomas. 
ALSO PRESENT:  Rachel Honey-Jones – Chief Officer 
   Sian Hookins – Interim RFO 
   Rachel Williams – Finance Administrator  

Councillor N Hodges 
Councillor I Johnson  
Councillor H Payne  
   

F216.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Councillor Brooks 
 
F217.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST UNDER THE 

COUNCILS CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

RESOLVED:  Councillor S Hodges declared an interest in The 
Glastonbarry Fringe grant application. 
 

F218.   WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS (WALES) ACT 2015 
 
RESOLVED: That the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) 
Act 2015 be received and noted. 

 
F219.  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE, POLICY & 

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 21 JULY 
2025 

 



RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Finance, Policy & General 
Purposes Committee held on 21 July 2025 be approved and 
signed as a correct record. Councillor S Hodges commented that 
Councillor Dennis Clarke attends the Finance, Policy & General 
Purposes committee as a member not as Ex Officio.   
 

F220.  BUDGET MONITORING REPORT TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

Members were informed about the Council’s income and expenditure in 
the 2025/26 financial year as at the end of September 2025. The 
Interim RFO highlighted a few areas to members. She brought to their 
attention the overspend in our professional fees budget due to needing 
staffing support, and a spend of £19,995 that was agreed at a previous 
meeting for emergency tree work at Merthyr Dyfan Cemetery. She also 
identified a significant underspend in our electricity costs in comparison 
to last year and informed members that this will be investigated and a 
further report written to advise them of the findings.   
 
RESOLVED: That the budget monitoring report for September 
2025, indicating actual income and expenditure up to the end of 
month six in the 2025/26 financial year be received currently 
projecting a net overspend of £58,135 that will result in a net 
amount of £92,437 being transferred from reserves rather than an 
amount of £34,301 in the budget for 2025/26. 

 
F221.   SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

Members were provided with the schedule of payments for September 
2025 consisting of cheque number 002991, direct debits and BACS 
payments, in the amount of £38,778.38.  

 
 RESOLVED: That the schedule of payments for September 2025 

consisting of cheque number 002991, direct debits and BACS 
payments in the amount of £38,778.38 be approved. 
 

F222.  BANK RECONCILICATION  
Members were provided with a report from the Interim RFO in relation 
to the signing of the bank reconciliation that is completed on a monthly 
basis.   
RESOLVED: Members agreed that a signatory would sign the 
bank reconciliation in line with the financial regulations. 
 

F223.  BARRY YOUTH COUNCIL 
Members received a report from the Engagement and Events Officer 
requesting to spend £500 from the Barry Youth Council budget. The 
Youth Council are attending the council’s Halloween event on Friday 
31st October and wish to spend the money on decorations and gifts.  
 
RESOLVED: Members requested more detail as to what the Youth 
Council were intending to spend the budget on. Members 



therefore passed the request onto the Chief Officer to obtain more 
detail and authorise the request as appropriate using delegated 
powers. Members discussed and agreed a £400 spend from the 
budget rather than £500.   
 

F224.  SIGNATORIES 
Members received a report from the Interim RFO to clarify the new 
Chief Officer becoming a signatory. The report also informed the 
committee of fraudulent transactions that had been made on the 
council’s credit card.  
 
RESOLVED: Members agreed that the new Chief Officer be added 
as a bank signatory and noted that once the new Chief Officer is a 
cardholder on the credit card account, the fraudulent transactions 
be reimbursed. Members requested a report to clarify this has 
been achieved.   
 

F225.  SHOP LOCAL BUDGET 
 

Members received a report from the Interim Deputy Chief Officer 
requesting the remainder of the Shop Local Advisory Committee’s 
budget be reallocated to the Christmas light switch on. Members 
discussed and agreed this due to a significantly lower budget for the 
Christmas event this year as a result of the withdrawal of key SPF 
funding from the Vale of Glamorgan Council. Members felt this was 
reasonable due to lack of interaction from traders this year therefore 
they felt it unlikely to receive any further grant applications. 

 
RESOLVED: Members agreed that the projected underspend of 
£6,829.50 from the Shop Local grant budget be reallocated to the 
Christmas light switch on budget.  
 

F226.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

RESOLVED: That the date of the next meeting of the Finance, 
Policy and General Purposes Committee is scheduled to be held 
on Monday 17 November 2025. 
 

F227.  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC  
 

RESOLVED THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1(2) OF THE 
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960, IN VIEW 
OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS ABOUT TO 
BE TRANSACTED, IT IS ADVISABLE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
THAT THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED FROM THE 
REMAINDER OF THE MEETING. 
 
 
 
 



F228.  SHOP LOCAL GRANTS 
 
Members received a report from the Shop Local Advisory Committee to 
agree a grant of £1,170.50 for Bro Radio Christmas and a grant of 
£1,000 to the Goodsheds for their Christmas event. Members were 
happy to agree both grant applications in full. 
 
RESOLVED: That a grant in the sum of £1,170.50 be awarded to 
Bro Radio, along with a grant of £1,000 be awarded to the 
Goodsheds for both organisations’ Christmas events.  
 

F229.  GLASTONBARRY AND GLASTONBARRY FRINGE 
 
Members received a report for approval from the Vibrant Culture 
Committee to provide financial assistance to Mack Events for 
Glastonbarry and Glanstonbarry Fringe Arts Festival. Members 
discussed and agreed a recommendation that £25,000 be awarded for 
the 2026/27 financial year and a further £20,000 for the 2027/28 
financial year. Members felt it was appropriate to tail off the funding for 
the Glastonbarry event. Members also agreed £2,000 be awarded to 
the Glastonbarry Fringe Arts Festival for both the 2026/27 and 2027/28 
financial years.  
 
RESOLVED:  
 
That a grant of £2,000 be awarded for the 2026/27 and 2027/28 
financial years to Mack Events for the GlastonBarry Fringe Arts 
Festival. This spend is to be allocated from the Community Grants 
budget.  
 
RECOMMENDED: 
 
That a grant of £25,000 be awarded for the 2026/27 financial year 
and £20,000 for the financial year 2027/28 to Mack Events for the 
main GlastonBarry event. This spend is to be allocated from the 
Corporate Projects, Arts Culture and Entertainment budget. 
 

F230.  SECURITY COSTS 
 
Members received a report from the Interim RFO to agree the cost of 
specialist temporary security that was implemented at Merthyr Dyfan 
Cemetery. Members agreed the £8,656.51 spend from the Cemetery 
Professional Fees budget. 
 
RESOLVED: Members agreed the £8,656.51 spend on specialist 
security at Merthyr Dyfan Cemetery that was allocated to the 
Cemetery Professional Fees budget.  
 
 
 



F231.  VALE PLUS GRANT 
 
Members received a report from the Interim Deputy Chief Officer 
requesting members consider providing Vale Plus with a financial 
assistance grant for their Christmas event. The original grant 
application was submitted to the Shop Local Advisory Committee. 
Whilst members of the Shop Local Advisory Committee were in support 
of the event, they felt it was best passed to the Finance, Policy and 
General Purposes Committee as they felt the grant didn’t fall within the 
remit of Shop Local grants. Members of the Finance, Policy and 
General Purposes Committee decided to defer the grant application 
and tasked the Chief Officer with requesting more information from 
Vale Plus. Members were concerned about value for money on some 
of the items requested on the grant application.  
 
RESOLVED: That the grant application for Vale Plus be deferred 
until the next Finance, Policy and General Purpose meeting on 
17th November 2025 to allow further information to be obtained.  
 
 

Meeting closed at 7.53pm 
 
Signed ……………….…………(Chairperson)  Dated ……………….………… 
 
 


