
From 1 May 2021, the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 sets out a  
statutory requirement that: As soon as reasonably practicable after a meeting of a 
community council, and in any event before the end of seven working days 
beginning with the day on which the meeting is held, the council must publish 
electronically a note setting out—   
 
(a) the names of the members who attended the meeting, and any apologies for 
absence; 
(b) any declarations of interest; 
(c) any decision taken at the meeting, including the outcomes of any votes. 
 
Barry Town Council meets this duty by publishing this information in the form of draft 
meeting minutes which will be displayed electronically within 7 working days after the 
meeting. It should be noted that these minutes are DRAFT and not agreed until the 
next meeting. 
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF BARRY TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 
MONDAY, 12 MAY 2025 AT 6.00 PM  
 

PRESENT: The Retiring Mayor (Councillor Iannucci-Williams), together with 
Councillors Ball, Brooks, Charles, Clarke, Collins, Davies-Powell, 
Drake, EJ Goodjohn, ES Goodjohn, Hennessy, N Hodges, S Hodges, 
Johnson, McKinney, Payne, Perkes, and Wiliam. 

 

ALSO PRESENT:   
Mark Sims - Acting Chief Officer 

   Chris Mason  - Engagements & Events Manager 
   Kathryn Thomas  - Office Team Leader 
   Emma Thorne -  Engagement & Events Officer 

Manda Webb  -  Well-Being Goals Projects Officer  
Joanne John  -  Engagement & Events Administrator 
Courtney Parker - Administrator 

 
PROCEDURAL 

 
562.  ROLL CALL 
 

  The Acting Chief Officer took a roll call of all those present. 
 

563. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies were received from Councillors Aviet, Dancey, Thomas and 

Wilkinson 
 

564. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST UNDER THE 
COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

 None were received. 
 



565. TO ELECT A TOWN MAYOR FOR THE 2025/26 MUNICIPAL YEAR 
AS DIRECTED IN STATUTE, LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 SS 
15(2) AND 34(2) 
 
Nominations were received for the position of Mayor of Barry Town 
Council for the municipal year 2025/26 as follows: 

 

 Councillor Dennis Clarke – nominated by Councillor Shirley Hodges 
and seconded by Councillor I Johnson.   

 
Both Councillors S Hodges and Johnson said it was a great privilege 
and an honour to nominate Councillor Clarke. He will be the voice of 
our town and look forward to supporting him. 

   

A vote was taken, the result of which was unanimous that Councillor 
Dennis Clarke be elected as Town Mayor for 2025/26 municipal year. 
 
RESOLVED: That Councillor Clarke be elected as Town Mayor for 
the 2025/26 municipal year by unanimous vote. 

 
566.  TO RECEIVE THE NEWLY ELECTED TOWN MAYOR’S 

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
 

 The newly elected Town Mayor made their Declaration of Acceptance 
to the Office of Town Mayor, in the presence of the Acting Chief 
Officer. 

 

567. TO ELECT A DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR FOR THE 2025/26 
MUNICIPAL YEAR 

 

Nominations were received for the position of Deputy Town Mayor of 
Barry Town Council for the municipal year 2025/26 as follows: - 

 

 Councillor Ewan Goodjohn – nominated by Councillor Payne and 
seconded by Councillor Iannucci-Williams. 

 
Both Councillors Payne and Iannucci-Williams said it is an honour to 
nominate Councillor Ewan Goodjohn who will help to make things 
better for the people of Barry. 

 

A vote was taken, the result of which was unanimous that Councillor 
Ewan Goodjohn be elected as Deputy Town Mayor for the 2025/26 
municipal year. 
 
RESOLVED: That Councillor ES Goodjohn be elected as Deputy 
Town Mayor for the 2025/26 municipal year by unanimous vote.   

 

568. TO RECEIVE THE NEWLY ELECTED DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S 
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

 



 The newly elected Deputy Town Mayor made their Declaration of 
Acceptance to the Office of Deputy Town Mayor, in the presence of the 
Acting Chief Officer. 

 
569.  INVESTITURE OF THE MAYORESS  
 
 The Mayor named his wife, Janet Clarke, as the Mayoress.  
 
570.  TO RECEIVE THE RETIRED MAYOR’S SPEECH 
 

The retired Mayor, Councillor Catherine Iannucci-Williams, began her 
speech by thanking everyone for coming and how nice it was to see so 
many faces. She said it had been a great pleasure and honour to have 
been the Mayor of Barry in 2024/25, a unique opportunity and 
experience. 
 
She thanked Councillor Dennis Clarke, as her Deputy Mayor, for 
stepping in on events when she couldn’t, her family for all their support 
and Jane Hutt MS for supporting her and cheering her on.  

   
She then thanked all staff at Barry Town Council for all their help over 
the past year especially the Engagement and Events Team who have 
worked hard with her Events Calendar. 

 
 Councillor Iannucci-Williams had attended approximately 77 events 

throughout her year as Mayor including Family Fun Day, St David’s 
Day Dash, Halloween Event, Christmas Festival and also judging 
various competitions including the Christmas Card Competition. 

 
During her year as Mayor, she also had the privilege to travel to 
London to meet Ruth Jones and James Cordon from Gavin & Stacey 
and put Barry on the map. She also met Emma Bunton who was 
hosting the radio programme.   

 
As Mayor, she was also invited to open Glastonbarry and Cadstock 
which she felt was a real honour as they are great events for the 
people of Barry. 
  
Councillor Iannucci-Williams is also immensely proud of the fundraising 
achieved for her two nominated charities – Shua and The Food Bank. 
The volunteers and trustees of both charities made huge contributions 
throughout the year with the Food Bank Box in the Library being very 
successful. The Foodbank Box will remain in the Library for the 
foreseeable future. She thanked everybody who had contributed 
financially during the year and has successfully raised approximately 
£5,000.  

    
Councillor Iannucci-Williams concluded her speech by congratulating 
the new Mayor, Councillor Dennis Clarke and wishing him all the best 
for his term in office. The one piece of advice she gave him was to take 



every opportunity you can and have fun and always have change for 
the raffle tickets.  

   
571.  TO RECEIVE THE NEWLY ELECTED TOWN MAYOR’S SPEECH, 

INCLUDING NOTIFICATION OF THE APPOINTMENT OF THEIR 
CHAPLAIN AND ANY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THEIR CIVIC 
SERVICE  

  
The newly elected Mayor addressed the meeting thanking everyone for 
coming and thanking Councillor S Hodges and Councillor Johnson for 
nominating and seconding him for the position. He understands that 
this is the Highest Office for the Mayor and understands the importance 
of the role. Being elected is a great honour and that is how we start the 
term of office. 
 

He said he has to be the face and voice of the town and has to be 
professional at all times. 
 
He thanked Councillor Iannucci- Williams and Owen Iannucci-Williams 
for everything they have done over the past year. He said he was 
looking forward to the events but with some trepidation.  
  
Victoria Park Community Centre is part of Cadoxton School, and 
Councillor Clarke is a School Governor there. He welcomed the Head 
of Cadoxton School and some of the Year 6 pupils who wanted to 
come to see what is involved in being elected Mayor. 
 
Councillor Clarke is a great believer in the younger residents of the 
town having a say in decisions that will affect them. There is such a 
change in the culture of young people and he regularly talks to them to 
find out what the new culture is. He also said there is never any 
documentation aimed at youngsters and hopes that will change. 
 
Councillor Clarke mentioned the elderly as well who also have issues 
that need looking at including loneliness and ill health and they deserve 
better. 
 
The Mayor said that there are many charities that do tremendous work, 
but his two chosen charities are as follows: 
 
1. Mind in the Vale – These are experts in their field and are very well 

respected. Without them, people would suffer. The Mayor is happy 
to work with their CEO over the next year to support them. 
 

2. Valeways – This charity is to help encourage people to get out and 
walk which helps not only physical health but mental health as well. 
The Millennium Heritage Trail encourages a leisurely walk through 
6,000 years of beauty, culture and history in the picturesque Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

 



The Mayors Celebrant is Andrew Murphy 
 

The Civic Service, with the help of the hard work of the Engagements & 
Events Team, is hoping to be Sunday 7 September 2025 at Ysgol Sant 
Baruc. Confirmation and more information on this will follow once 
details have been confirmed. 
 
The Mayor went on to say how much he loves Barry Town. He said it’s 
the best place to live in and loving the town is one thing but to 
understand there are issues is another thing. He wants to speak to as 
many people as he can and to find brilliance in the way of talking to 
everyone. 
 
We don’t hear enough of what is going on in our town and he would 
like to focus on advertising what is available in Barry. 
He said so many people feel disenfranchised. They grumble and have 
issues but believe they cannot do anything about it. They need to know 
that we are an active Town Council and people can bring us their 
problems and to know that coming forward is an easy thing to do. 
 

572. TO RECEIVE A COMMUNICATION FROM THE MAYOR 
 
 Councillors N Hodges congratulated Councillor Clarke. He said a 

number of years ago we moved back to Town Hall which is Barry Town 
Council’s rightful home. 

 
He presented the Mayor with two framed pictures which were the 
original plans of the Town Hall and asked Councillor Clarke to receive 
them on behalf of the Town Council. 

 
573.  ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 
 The Mayor moved the adjournment of the meeting to be reconvened on 

Tuesday 13 May 2025 at 6pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, King 
Square, Barry and invited guests to stay for refreshments.  

 
The meeting closed at 6.54pm. 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………..   
 
 
Dated …………………………………….. 
(Town Mayor) 


