From 1 May 2021, the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 sets out a statutory requirement that: As soon as reasonably practicable after a meeting of a community council, and in any event before the end of seven working days beginning with the day on which the meeting is held, the council must publish electronically a note setting out— 
(a)the names of the members who attended the meeting, and any apologies for absence; 
[bookmark: _GoBack](b)any declarations of interest; 
(c)any decision taken at the meeting, including the outcomes of any votes. 
Barry Town Council meets this duty by publishing this information in the form of draft meeting minutes which will be displayed electronically within 7 working days after the meeting. It should be noted that these minutes are DRAFT and not agreed until the next meeting. 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE HALLS, CEMETERIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 22 JANUARY 2024 AT 7PM

PRESENT:	Councillor N Hodges (Chairperson) together with, Councillors Aviet, Dancey, EJ Goodjohn, Hennessy, Iannucci, Johnson (Town Mayor – EX Officio) and McKinney

ALSO PRESENT:	Amanda Evans – Facilities & Cemeteries Manager
			Kathryn Thomas – Office Team Leader
Councillor S Hodges – Observer
Councillor Clarke - Observer
			 
A 71		APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

		None received
A 72.		DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
		None were received.
A 73.		WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS (WALES) ACT 2015
RESOLVED that the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 be received and noted. 
A 74.	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HALLS, CEMETERIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 2 OCTOBER 2023
	RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Halls, Cemeteries and Community Facilities Committee held on 2 October 2023 be approved and signed as a correct record.        
A 75.		BUDGET MONITORING REPORT TO 31 DECEMBER 2023
	Members were provided with a report outlining the Committee’s income and expenditure in the 2023/24 financial year as at the end of December 2023. 
	RESOLVED that the budget monitoring report for December 2023 be received noting the projected net underspend (surplus for the year) of £52,421 in 2023/24.
A 76.	TRANSFER OF EXCLUSIVE RIGHT OF BURIAL 
	RESOLVED that the Transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial (1457 – 1479 inclusive) be granted to those named on each transfer request.
	 
A 77.	GRANTS OF EXCLUSIVE RIGH OF BURIAL
	RESOLVED that the Grants of Exclusive Right of Burial (13986 – 13995 inclusive) be granted to those named on the interment forms.
A78.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Halls, Cemeteries and Community Facilities Committee is scheduled to be held on Monday 11 March 2024.
A79.		EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS & PUBLIC
	RESOLVED: That in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are excluded from the remainder of the meeting.
A80.	CEMETERIES & FACILITIES UPDATE 
Members were provided with an update report since the last meeting in October 2023.  
Members discussed the following items:
There is currently 1 burial space left at Porthkerry Cemetery as of 1st February 2024. The Cemeteries and Facilities Manager will arrange to meet a representative of the Vale of Glamorgan Council at Porthkerry Cemetery with Councillors N Hodges and Hennessey expressing an interest to attend.
Quotes are required for works that need to be carried out on the Councils residential property know as the Lodge and agreed that quotes for a new bathroom suite are to be obtained
A member of the public has requested to use the Merthyr Dyfan Cemetery for recording footage in the older parts of the Cemetery. 
Members felt that more information is required before a decision can be made and have asked for a site visit to establish a better understanding.
RESOLVED: 
1. That the update report be received and noted 
2. The Facilities and Cemeteries Manager obtain quotes for a new bathroom for the Lodge
3. The Facilities and Cemeteries Manager to arrange a site visit to Porthkerry Cemetery with a representative of the Vale of Glamorgan Council
4. The Cemeteries and Facilities Manager to arrange a site visit with the member of public who has requested permission to film at the cemetery with Councillors N Hodges and ES Goodjohn to attend.
A81.		UNAUTHORISED ASHES SCATTERED		
Members were provided with a report with information on implementing a new policy on Unauthorised Scattering of Ashes.
RECOMMENDATION TO THE FINANCE, POLICY AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING BEING HELD ON 29 JANUARY 2024
That the Unauthorised Scattering of Ashes Policy be approved and adopted.
A82.		LETTERS TO HEAVEN
Members were provided with a report regarding a request from a member of the public via Facebook to have a ‘Letters to Heaven’ post box in the Cemetery for the use of grieving families and their friends. 
Members felt that the word Heaven would exclude some religions and non-religious visitors so have agreed on Letters for loved ones to offer a move inclusive tone
Members considered that in principle this scheme is a great idea as it offers something additional to the grieving process.
A Memorial Mason has offered to donate a plaque to go on the post box which the Council thought was a kind gesture and will accept.
RESOLVED:
1. That the report be received.
2. That the post box be called ‘Letters for Loved Ones’ 
3. The Facilities and Cemeteries Manager be authorised to source all materials for this project  
4. The post box to be located at the front of the Cemetery near to the Chapel.
A83.		ASBESTOS
Members were provided with a report with information on Asbestos, if any, within the Council’s Buildings.
RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.



A84.		SMALL VAN
Members were provided with a report regarding replacing the small work van used by the Cemetery team.
The van is now in need of replacing and members were given costs on a second-hand van and a new van.
Members felt that due to the current underspend that a new electric van was better value for money.
Members felt that 2 units under the government grant awards would again offer value for money and note that the grants are available for the electric units with a closing date of March 2024.
Members requested that the Facilities and Cemeteries Manager prepare a report for the Finance, Policy and General Purposes Committee meeting being held on 29 January and include lease costs as another option.  
RECOMMENDATION TO THE FINANCE, POLICY AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING BEING HELD ON 29 JANUARY 2024
1. Barry Town Council purchase a new Electric Van with 2 charging units with the option of leasing be investigated and considered.
2. The Wellbeing officer to look at what grants are available.

Meeting Closed at 8.00pm




Signed …………………………….. (Chairperson) Dated ……………………………..

