






Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report 
I report in respect of my audit of the accounts under section 13 of the Act, whether any matters that come to my 
attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. My audit has 
been conducted in accordance with guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.  
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2022 of: 
 

Barry Town Council 

Auditor General’s report 

Audit opinion – Unqualified  
On the basis of my review, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention giving cause for concern that in any material 
respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use 

of resources.   
 
Other matters arising and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not affect my audit opinion but should be 
addressed by the body. 

Accounting statement – non-material error 

The Council has included within its year end debtors i.e. monies owed to the Council, prepayments received for hall lettings. 
These are monies received by the Council in advance of providing a service and should therefore be reported as year end 
creditors rather than being offset against debtors. The misclassification means that line 8 is overstated and line 10 is 
understated by £3,707. This misclassification does not result in a material misstatement of the Council’s financial position. 

Publication of information 

The Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require the 
Council to publish its annual accounts on its website. Where the audit is not completed by 30 September, the Council must 
publish the unaudited accounts.  

Compliance with standing orders 

The Council’s standing orders require the Council to obtain quotes when proposed purchases exceed a specified threshold of 
£1,000. We noted one large payment of £11,500 where the Council did not appear to have sought the required number of 
quotes. The explanation provided for audit was that this supplier had been used since 2019. This was an isolated case and 
therefore does not affect my conclusion on the Council’s arrangements for securing value for money. We recommend that 
where the Council considers that it is appropriate to waive its standing orders, it properly records the rationale.  

Burial records – audit trail 

We noted some difficulty in tracing burial fees from the Council’s burial records through to its accounting statement. The 
Council explained that it does not issue invoices for burials. Instead, funeral directors make arrangements for internments with 
fees provided by the Council and then send remittances to the Council. We recommend that the Council reviews the 
remittances provided to ensure that they clearly specify the related burials so that it is clear that all remittances are complete 
and accurate. 

There are no further matters that I wish to draw to the Council’s attention 

 

 
Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales 
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales 

Date: 11/05/2023 

* Delete as appropriate. 
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